
BOARD OF SELECTMEN HYBRID MEETING 
Wednesday October 27, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall, 1529 State Rd., Richmond, MA 01254 
 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Danielle 
Fillio, Town Administrator; Andrew Fisher, Chair, Board of Health; Peter Cohen, Board of 
Health; Adam Galambos, BNRC; Holly Stover; Dick Stover; Ron Veillette, Con. Com.; Alison Cole 
 
Neal opened the meeting at 6:00 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes of the October 13, 2021 Meeting: As there were no further comments or 
questions concerning the minutes as revised, Roger moved that they be approved. He was 
seconded by Al and the motion was adopted by unanimous vote. 
 
Updates from the Town Administrator: Danielle reported that the Dublin Road project is 
underway and the road is now closed. She has asked residents to refrain from moving the 
barriers. There have been some concerns voiced about residents being required to use the 
Dublin Road/Route 41 intersection because of the road closure preventing access to Rte. 20, 
which is seen as dangerous. Danielle has asked the D.O.T. if there is some way that traffic on 
Rte. 41 can be slowed down but has not yet received any reply. 
 
Trick or Treat Plans: Danielle announced that Richmond will celebrate Holloween’s Trick or 
Treat on Saturday, October 30th, which is the same day as Pittsfield. On Friday, October 29th 
there will be a trick or treat event at the school parking lot from 5:00 – 7:00 PM. 
 
The Highway Department has begun drainage repairs on Church Lane to replace both broken 
catch basins and add others to avoid washouts. The first one has been installed and finished 
with risers and the second one is expected to be completed tomorrow. Danielle has been 
working with Wesson & Sampson and Peter Beckwith, Highway Superintendent, to obtain 
grants for upgrading culverts and drainage. The Town has a FEMA approved MVP Plan, so the 
Town now qualifies for more state funding. 
 
Holly Stover asked Danielle to update her on the work with Camp Russell and the Boys Club for 
permission to access the camp in order to work on the detention basins. Danielle replied that 
she has just received the check for the filing and is waiting for that to come back with approval. 
 
Berkshire Natural Resources Conservation  Restriction Request on 1130 East Rd. and 0 East 
Rd.: Adam Galambos of the BNRC explained that the Conservation Restriction will encumber 
the properties at 1130 and 0 East Road owned by the Ice-House Hill Farm. No interest is 
conveyed to the Town. The Restriction protects the conservation values they want to protect. 
The BNRC agrees to steward the land and guarantee that it is preserved in its open scenic 
condition in perpetuity. The property contains 70 acres of agriculturally productive land and is 
rich in wildlife. It is adjacent to 163 Fairfield Brook Wildlife Management Area, which adds 300 
acres of corridor.  



 
The intent of the Restriction is to preserve the scenic views and to prohibit the development of 
housing on the property. The entire document follows the guidelines of State laws. Adam will 
send the Town a fully executed copy of the document when it is complete.  
 
There was a discussion of the exact lands included in the Restriction and those not included as 
well as questions about specific restrictions listed. The consensus among the Board members 
and members of the public was support for the BNRC for taking this step. Neal then moved to 
approve the Conservation Restriction from Ice-House Hill Farm to the BNRC Council; finding it in 
the public interest, pursuant to Section 32 or Chapter 184 of Massachusetts General Law. Roger 
seconded the motion, which was adopted by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, 
aye; Hanson, aye.  
 
Appointment of Andrew Fisher to the Board of Health Until  the May 21, 2022 Election: 
Roger moved to approve the appointment. Neal seconded the motion, which passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Employee Vaccination Policy: Carried forward from a prior meeting at which time it was 
discussed among the Board members and comments were offered by the public. At that 
previous meeting, Al had asked that all board and committee chairs be copied on the draft of 
the Policy and asked for input. Neal had done so and had responses from 8 of the 12 chairs, all 
in support of adoption of a vaccination policy – though only one of the responses was from the 
whole membership of that committee.  
 
Comments were reviewed by the Town’s Counsel, who prepared a revised version of the Policy, 
which is before the Board at this meeting. Neal opened the issue for discussion. 
 
Al said that after having interviewed several people, he has come to have serious misgivings 
about adopting a policy or mandate. He cited several reasons for his belief which included the 
fact that the Fire House is owned by its Association and not the Town; that the school 
employees are covered by a union agreement and not impacted by this policy and that there 
are times when people from other towns come to Richmond under our mutual aid agreements 
and they are not included. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion that included comments from Neal that, despite the 
politicization of the issues of vaccination and masking, he has received evidence from the 
citizenry of Richmond that they are overwhelmingly in favor of a policy. He also stated that if he 
moves to approve the policy and does not receive a second, the discussion would be at an end. 
 
Al reiterated that he is not prepared to support the policy as currently written. Roger 
maintained his previous position that mandating vaccination is wrong; that the national 
mandates have created divisiveness in the country more devastating, in his opinion, than the 
virus. He restated his personal position in strong support of vaccination and masking and 
maintaining social distancing where necessary, but he could not support a policy mandating any 



of that. He also noted that he has determined from conversations that all Town employees are 
vaccinated and felt there was no need for a policy. 
 
Danielle suggested that, instead of a vaccination mandate, regular testing for infection with the 
virus be required for anyone not vaccinated who wish to come into the Town Hall and/or 
interact with other Town employees. 
 
Al stated his willingness to support a testing policy rather than mandating vaccination. Roger 
agreed that he does not want a mandate, but would support a policy that encourages 
vaccination, masking and social distancing as well as  testing requirements. 
 
Neal offered to redo the language of the Policy in cooperation with Danielle to create a 
document that will allow for a consensus. 
 
Andy spoke to the science of vaccination and why it is so important that as many people as 
possible be vaccinated. He also noted it is important to have a policy in place in order to deal 
with future needs as employees leave and are replaced.  
 
Peter Cohen also spoke in strong favor of having the Town adopt a mandated vaccination policy 
and asked that the Board have the courage to do so. 
 
Danielle summarized the outcome of the discussion and Neal reiterated that he and Danielle 
will work together to write a policy that would be acceptable to the Board. 
 
Public Comment: Peter Miller asked whether Minutes that have been approved by the Board 
can still be revised. He felt that some detail that Dick Stover offered in his comment was left out 
of the September 29, 2021 minutes. Roger advised Peter to contact Dick, determine what the 
wording was that he wants to insert, and the Board will look into it. 
 
Holly Stover said the construction replacing the septic system on Sleepy Hollow Road has 
vehicles accessing the property through the lawn, not on the existing driveway and that has 
created mud and debris being tracked onto the road. Danielle responded that Pete was aware 
of the problem, has spoken to the construction company and they will bring in  tracking pads 
and stones to alleviate the problem.  
 
Sewer Matters: There were none. 
 
Selectmen’s Matters: Roger reported that a survey he dd found that all Town employees are 
vaccinated with the exception of two volunteers from West Stockbridge. 
 
Danielle noted that there are no elections scheduled in Richmond during the next weeks. 
She asked the Board if they would prefer to change the meeting schedule for the months of 
November and December in order to avoid holding meetings close to holidays. The Board 



agreed to have the meetings in November on the 3rd and the 17th and in December on the 1st 
and 15th. As usual, all meetings will begin at 6:00 PM . 
 
Neal asked for a motion to go to Executive session for the purpose of discussing the Town’s 
response to pending litigation with respect to MCAD complaint filed against the Town. Al so 
moved and was seconded by Roger. The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote: Neal, 
aye; Roger, aye; Alan, aye. 
 
Roger moved that the Board authorize Danielle to sign the response to the MCAD complaint on 
behalf of the Town once it has been reviewed and approved by the Board. Al seconded the 
motion, which passed by unanimous vote. Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye. 
 
Roger suggested that an Executive Session meeting be posted for 10:00 AM Monday November 
1, 2021 for the purpose of discussing the response to the MCAD complaint. 
 
There being no further business before the Board, Roger moved that the meeting be adjourned 
at 8:05 PM. Alan seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote. 
. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Neal Pilson, Chair 
 
   


